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It wiis iu all trulh a very awkward
medicament, and ns I wa3 racking my

brains for some expedient young
words, that I was like Mr. Love-

Selden Cypress Door Co
Palatka, Floride.

luce when seen from behind, occurred

lo me and suggested a plan to outwit
them. If the soldiers remained In the
hull poor Muster Lovelace must either
lie starved or driven to surrender, and

MANUFACTURERS OFeither event spelled ruin. My plan was
therefore to play at escaping from the
lumse. get to my horse and lead the
soldiers a dsnee across country In pur High Class Gulf Cypress Doors, Sash, Blinds and Moulding

Also General Mill Work.
suit.

There was a small casement from
which I could easily leap to the terrace
lielnw. make a dash for the stable
vard where the horses were ready and
vide nway across the park beyond.
That was easy, but It must be so done
that one or other of the sentries should 1

Vt
Daily Capacity cf larrt.

Doors 250 Sash and Blinds 30,000 feet of Mouldingcatch sight of me and thus bring the

500rest of the puck upon my heels.
I knew where the men were posted,

and, having from an upper window at

"You have been away, Sir Geoffrey?"
said the captain.

"I am not aware that I am your pris-
oner or accountable to you for my
movements," I answered brusquely.
"I think you have carried this farce far
enough. In truth, I shall h:dd you re-
sponsible for the outrage to which I
have been subjected. Because I chose
to leave here and gallop to Hardlnge
for a change of costume your fellows,
forsooth, must needs come clattering
after me, firing their muskets and ac-
tually putting my life to the hazard.
You'll find them now hard stuck iu the
bogs on the other side of Muttlehury
haunch. But the thing is Intolerable.
Come, Awdrey, let us go to the guests
and leave this gentleman to do his
will."

The captain's face darkened as I said
this, while Sir Burton rrendergast
gave me an ugly, sneering look. And
when Awdrey put her hand on my arm
she showed In her fingers a slip of a
note and whispered, "Take It. Dan-
ger."

"This farce has gone far enough, Sir
Goeffrey, as you say," cried Pieiuler-gast- ,

growing angry nnd coming to us.
"Mistress Awdrey will remain iu my
charge. Have a care," he added In n
whisper which could not reach the cap-
tain's ears. " know the secret of this
statue and shall tell It unless Mistress
Awdrey purchases my silence in the
way I have told her."

I could have struck him for his mean,
cowardly threat, but I masked my
temper.

"I'mbably she will put herself In my
hands, Sir Burton, seeing that she Is
atUanced to me."

"If she does not wish to ruin her
father nnd you all, she will tell you
rather that she is allianced to me, Sir
Geoffrey. A woid from me and tills
thing will be known. And I am in
deadly earnest."

But the game was not lost yet for all
that. I knew that my ruse had drawn
off nearly all the troops and that if I

have the statue hewn in pieces if the
secret could not lie found.

"But there is nothing in it,' I said for
the twentieth time, and at length, when
I saw Gorham among the iv-- t and a
glance told me all was well, and fear-
ing, moreover, that the statue would
really be destroyed. I myself opened
It.

"You can see for yourself," said.
And while Captain Hilary thrust his
head into the opening a smile ran
round tho faces of the guests, who
came crowding forward in curiosity at
tho secret of the statue and amusement
at the apparent farce of the proceed-
ings.

The captain Hushed with vexation at
cutting so sorry a figure aud was lu
doubt whether to vent his anger on
me or on Sir Burtou.

"There was some one there, 1 know,"
said the latter, trying to bluff it off.

"Do I understand that you make an
insinuation of falsehood against me,
Sir Burton rrendergast?" I asked, fac-
ing him and speaking sternly. "This
matter Is now personal to me." And,
not relishing my stare anil having no
stomach for a quarrel, he flinched and
with a shrug of the shoulders said to
the oliiccr:

"I am very sorry, Captain Hilary, but
it seems I was wrong."

"What do you propose to do next,
captain?" I asked. "We are at your
commands, but you will understand
that our Christmas keeping is not like-
ly to be the merrier for any prolonging
of this matter."

"I shall hold you responsible for this.
Sir Burton. You have kept me here
while things have been arranged for
the prisoner's escape. I withdraw my
men and shall make my report." Thus
the Interfering bully found himself
prostrate between the two of us and in
danger of kicks from us both. "If the
prisoner was in concealment there and
you knew it you have prevented my
capturing him. Why didn't you tell mo,
sir?"

I smiled at this turn, lint it was not
our cue to let the captain believe we
had ever concealed any one.

"Best your mind easy and do not
blame even this meddling mischief

tracted the attention of the groom who We sell to
lloalore nnlu SEEK our trade in all large centers, and no requirements are

1 1

I
1.1

I
)

)
1

I
t

l
h
ii
J
3

) t

J
II

w
I
1

I
In

t
vj i
t

j
1 1

1

j i
11

ii
3

1 I
I i

1

i
t

)
I

I I
)

1
I
) I

We sell to

Dealers only
too large for our ability to handle with promptness. We also

m

1
(
r
ic

t fi(C
M

C(
II

C (J

Hi

t

had my horse In readiness, I went
down, opened the casement niv.1 lenped
out. It was now getting dui.k, an;l a
soldier who was close at hand saw and
challenged me Instantly and discharged
his musket as I was darting toward
the stable.

In a moment the whole place was In
the utmost confusion, and as I mount-
ed, taking care to pretend a violent at-

tack upon the man who held my horse
while I told him to say I was a stran-
ger to him, the troopers were already
to horse and came cluttering round the
old house after me.

Things went Just as I would have
had them. I was careful that nono of
the men should see my face, and I put
niy horse at the hedge and leaped Into
the park.

I did not hurry matters at the start.

r

desire the trade of smaller localities, and aim to give the same, care-

ful attention and prompt shipments.

We can, at all times, guarantee the very best of grades and work-

manship. Our lumber, which we carry in large stocks, ah' dried, is

all put through the best improved Dry Kilns, thus securing the proper

degree of dryness.

We guarantee our production to be perfectly dry.
We also make a specialty of glazing sash for the Southern trade.
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The hedge caused a little trouble ti)

(IS
could but smuggle Master Lovelace out
of the statue he could get away easily
from the house with one of my men to
act ns guide.

I stood a moment as if thinking iu Selden Cypress Door Co.great perplexity, and then, giving Aw-

drey, who was very pale and fright
ened, a significant pressure of the hand
that lay on my arm, I released It.

"I see no other course, Awdrey, lint
to comply. You had better take Sir
Burton's arm and go to the ballroom.
We must set things going or the whole
county will think we are mad."

His face lighted with triumph as he

some of the troopers, and, my wish
being to bring as many of them as I

could away from the Grange, It was
my cue to let them think that tli"y
could catch mo, but this had conse-

quences of a different kind. Those who
could not take the leap stopped to
empty their muskets after nie, and
then, finding the gate, they came
streaming through.

Old Noll had little relish for the
ihootlng, and when one of the hulls,
from an accidentally well aimed shot,
came ripping and singing close to his
ears he shook his head and plunged
forward as though Impatient to be out
of range.

It was a new sensation to play the
part of the fox In the hunt, hut I had
no qualms about the result.

I went easily across the great park,
therefore, dropped Into Wlnthrop lane
at Ihc end, rattled across Twlubury
common and skirted the three cornered
copse, being careful all the time to
keep as much In sight of the hounds as
the fast darkening evening would al-

low.
Once I played a trick on them and

let them come almost upon me. I had
breathed old Noll up the steep side of
the haunch, and once across It 1 dis-

mounted and waited for my pursuers.
On catching sight of me the men raised

held out his arm and my sweet Awdrey
ATLANTIC COAST LINE

The Great Through Car Line From Florida
placed the tips of her lingers upon it.
while I turned to Giirham and, under
pretense of giving him some directions
about the evening's arrangements.
whispered that he was to get the pris
oner out when 1 had cleared me nan
and send him away with my man as
guide.

Q. S. & F. Railway.
The Best Route to

Macon, Atlanta, Columbus,
Americus, Birmingham, Valdosta,
Montgomery and Northern Points.

Two Trains Daily Northbound.
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I exchanged a few sentences with tlu

To
the

To
the

captain, who stood plucking at
his mustache, and then went after

West Tho Louisville & Nashville via Montgomery.

The Mobile & Ohio R. R. via Montgomery.All the guests were now in the great

maker causelessly. We have no one at
the Grange whom wo wish to conceal."
And this was true, for by this time
Master Lovelace was well on his way
to the bout.

Captain Hilary went away then,
grumbling and smarting with the irri-

tation of a man who feels lie has been
tricked, but cannot lay linger on tho
proof, and as soon as be was gone I
signaled to Awdrey and Gorham to
lead the guests away while I detained
the cowardly traitor who had come so
near to causing serious mischief.

"A word with you, Sir Burton," I

said shortly. "You have acted tonight
the part of a coward and a spy, and iu
doing it you have cast Imputations on
me. Tonight I do not make it a per-

sonal matter, but tomorrow, if you are
still in the county of Sussex, or If with-
in six months you show your face here,
I give you my honor that I will horse-
whip you first and shoot afterward. You
know whether I am a man to keep my
word."

He turned pallid with fear, said not
u syllable and without more than one
sneaking, furtive, frightened look nt
me slunk away and the next morning
left the country for his health's sake.

I was still loiteilng lu the hall when
Gorham came and told me how ho had
managed to get Master Lovelace away,
and as I was praising him for his
smartness Awdrey came.

"Is all safe now, Geoffrey?"
"Yes. sweetheart; you can dance with

u free heart."
"A 'free' heart?" she echoed, playing

on my words and smiling.
"So far as all that is concerned."
" 'All that' was very terrible while It

lasted. But you did splendidly."
"A penitent had to earn his forgive-

ness, Awdrey. Is it, earned?"
"Not quite earned yet. Y'ou gave me

up very readily to Sir Burton, you
know," she cried and withdrew the
hand she had slipped into mine, moved

ballroom, and, signaling to Awdrey to
come with her partner to me, I took Savannah and Ocean Steamship Company for

Easl 1 ;To
the

my stand close to the door of a small New York, Philadelphia and Boston.
I.. Y..if.-.ll- nixl Sfooinoi-- f.ir M V U'.lol, Tl.llfroom that lay between mat aim me

dining room. I maneuvered so that Via Savannah and Merchants & Miners Transpor- -
Via SteamshipSir Burton stood between me and the tation Company for .Baltimore and Phi la.)

door, which I placed ajar, and then my
plan was ready. To KEY WEST

"This Is a serious matter, Awdrey, Via PENINSULA and

OCCIDENTAL STEAMSHIP CO.I said, "and I think Sir Burton and I nnd
HAVANA

Schedules given above are subjectjto'ebange without notice, and the
time of iirrival and departure of trains is not guaranteed.

Through Pullman cars from Tifton to Atlanta, Chattanooga, Nashville,
St. Louis and Chicago Klegant sleeping cars between
Valdosta and Macon.

had better talk it over togelher."
I have no wish for your Interfer

Interchangeable mileage tickets good over 13,000 miles of the principal railwayence, Sir ueoflrey," he rcpccil insolent
on Trains No. 1 and 2 between Maconof the Southern States are on sale by the principal agents.ly. "I can manage my own affairs." Handsome Parlor Cars in service

Valdosta and Jacksonville.'Through Pullman Sleeper, Port Tampa to New York, via Atlantic tast LoastBut this is more my a.lair than
Line; also via Atlantic Coast Line and Southern Railway.yours, I retorted. And uerore lie une v

what I was intending 1 linked n'.y arm
in his aud pushed him roughly through

Information as to rates, routes, schedules, sleeping car reservations
etc. will be gladly furnished upon application to

C. A. MAULL, .Depot Ticket Agent, Palatka.
S. F. Pakkott, Vice Pres. Chas. B. Khodks, Gen. Passenger Agt

Macon, Oa.

For complete information call on E. P. Jackson, Ticket agent, or address
For reservations and information apply to Agents Atlantic Coast Liue, or writo :

F1UNK C. BOYLSTON, Dist. Pass Agent, W. D. STARK, Traveling Pass. Agt.
I3M West Bay street, Astor Building, Jacksonville, Florida.

H. M. EMERSON, Traffic Manager, W. J. CRAIG, General Passenger Agent.
Wilmington, North Carolina.

the door nnd, clapping my hand on his
mouth, forced him through into the
dining room beyond. Then I freed his
mouth, and he did precisely what I

had reckoned on his doing.
lie sent up a cry for help, shouting

that there was treachery, and called
for Captain Hilary, who came running
In from the hall, on to which the dining
room opened. As soon ns the captain
entered I slammed the door behind
hhu, and this gave Gorham his cue to
act, and, setting my back to t'.e doo. '

I turned upon the two men.
'This Is a private quarrel between

Sir Burton I'rendergast and myself.
Captain Hilary, and you will have the
goodness not to Interfere."

There Is treachery afoot!" shouted

j
g
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Sir Burton, mad with rage. "The pris-

oner you want Is In the hall concealed
In the statue, captain. This is a trick
to cheat you of him."

"Let me pass, sir. I shall hold you
responsible," said the captain to me on
the Instant, speaking very angrily.

"Responsible for what?" I exclaimed.

"The man's mad. Does he mean that
he and you have been all this time In
the hall there and be has given you no
Inkling of the story be now tells? You

don't believe that, surely?" I said, hold-

ing my place at the door and listening
with all my ears for some sound that
Gorham had done his work.

"Let me pass, sir!" cried the officer,
drawing his sword. "In the name of
the king let me pass!"

"Do you draw upon an unarmed
man?" I exclaimed, and as I spoke 1

"TOO HAD BETTEK TAKE SIH BUBTON S
ARM."

such a shout of exultation as brought
all the luggards spurring up, and they
dashed toward me, making sure of
their capture.

But I was ready, and, picking my
way along the zigzag sides of the flr
wood there, I carried out the plan I had
formed. "At the bottom of the valley,
between the haunch and Dandy Chine,
lie the Quagmire woods, as nasty and
dangerous a bit of country as the name
could mean, and Into thU I purposed to
lead them by degrees. Noll and I knew
the way well enough, but It was an-

other case with the fellows who were
after me. I led them on, keeping In
sight till they were well Into the mid-

dle of the woods, and when I reached
the sudden turn by Dead Maa'i comer
I gave Noll his head, and nway we flew
along the narrow truck, leaving the
tuea floundering In the quagmire, call-iu- g

to one another and shouting and
oathlug finely.

We were soon clear off, and, urging
the old horse to his utmost efforts, I
headed in tho direct lou of Hardlnge
and rattled home at n pace which
Would have surprised the soldiers

could they have seen it.
Otu-- nt Hardingc I changed uiy cos-

tume rapidly, while another horse was

LET ME PASS, RIB I" CRIED THE OFFICER.

heard :i sound from the hall which
SOnie paces awny ana stood glancing

seemed to show tnat young i.oiimni . nt me, demure i

n Shingles, Laths, Flooring, Ceiling,

Siding and Moulding.
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iu face, but with eyes

all alight with smiles.
"How can I enru It? I did what I

did for the best."
"You are bad at guessing riddles,"

she laughed.
"She's under the mistletoe, Geoffrey!

lion't you see?" cried Gorham from the
doorway, with a laugh.

"Marplot, G.irhaui!" exclaimed Aw-

drey, blushing r.se red. But before s'.e
could turn to run after him I had
caught her !n my anus.

"It Is Christmas eve, sweetheart, and
I inn a clown of 11 penitent," I whis-

pered ns I kissed her.
"Yon deserve to he punished for your

di'.Mne s." she protested.
Then give It me hark, Awdrey."

Air I held her happy, blushing face
c'.;e to mine.

"If I dj it's under compulsion."

"That's a new inline, for mistletoe,"
cried Gorham again ns he ran off to

.!;!n the dancers.
We lingered a moment for that which

was under neither mistletoe nor com-

pulsion and then followed him, forget-

ting all about the recent crisis and as

happy a pair of lovers as all Sussex
could find that merry Christmas eve.

had succeeded.
"If you hinder me further your blood

will be ou your own head. Will you

let me pass?" said the ollieer fiercely.

"Do you mean you would murder me

for a cock nnd bull story such as Sir

Burtou Prcndergast's?" I asked, delay-lu- g

him to the last safe second. "The

door there through the anleroum is
open, but If you prefer this it U noth-

ing to me."
lie dashed out sword in hau l, and

Sir Burton was following him when I

laid my hand on him nnd barrel the

way.
"I have a reckoning with you." 1 said,

for I wished to give time for Master

Lovelace to get clear away, nnd words

between us grew hot and fast until

Captain Hilary came bark and de
mamled that Sir Burton should come

and explain the secret of the hiding

place. I let him go then and followed.

Thou Awdrey and some of the gue-it-

came out Into the hall, mid a pretty
sceue of cross purposes followed. Sir

Burton rrendergast assorted that the
horse was the hiding place, and he and
the officer tried vainly to discover the
ornIn until Cni'taln Jlllary. I.w'.ng

PALATKA, FLORIDA
saddled, and then galloped back
through the ulght to Lauston. I was all
i'.uxie y to kiuw bow mutters had Bod
there in my iibsence tui.l tij;ied Indeed
ur.t Masler Lovelace had already been

relc. seQ nnd was awny with young
Uorhain, as I bad arranged.

Cut p my chagrin my ruse had been
u"t partly a success. Captain Hilary
jud Sir Burton were still at the
grange and In the lull awaiting the

of.the troopers with their captive.
"umber of the guests bad arrived"' grouped about In the room

KJ hall looking mightily 111 at ease
d unjwmjortabjewhjie Awdrey ws
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